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PREFACE 

Founded  in  1703  in  Paris,  the  Congregation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  extended  its  works  to  North  America  in  1732,  the  year 
George  Washington  was  born,  when  for  the  first  time  some  of 
its  missionaries  were  sent  to  Canada.  They  worked  there 
mainly  among  the  Acadians  and  the  Micmac  Native 
Americans. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  French  Revolution  of  1792  some 
Spiritan  missionaries  came  to  the  U.S.A.  as  exiles  and  refugees 
from  French  Guiana.  The  last  of  these  died  in  1839. 

A  corporate  involvement  in  the  U.S.A.  began  only  in 
1872  when  a  Spiritan  Province  was  started.  It  flourished  and, 
apart  from  works  in  the  U.S.A.,  began  sending  out  missionaries 
overseas  in  1888. 

In  1930  it  accepted  a  mission  among  the  people  of 
Puerto  Rico.  Its  story  is  told  in  this  little  book.  It  is  divided 
into  three  sections. 

Section  One  is  a  general  introduction  to  the  island,  its 
religious  situation  and  the  origin  of  the  Spiritan  presence  there. 

Section  Two  records  the  extensive  and  intensive 
apostolic  work  performed  in  Puerto  Rico  from  1931  until  1998. 
Within  this  section  parishes  are  entered  chronologically  by  the 
date  they  were  accepted,  while  the  missions  attached  to  them 
are  listed  after  the  parishes  to  which  they  belonged  in 
alphabetical  order. 


Section  Three  is  devoted  to  the  efforts  to  develop  a 
Puerto  Rican  Spiritan  Province. 

For  mistakes  or  omissions  I  offer  my  apologies. 
Sincere  thanks  are  due  to  Fr.  Albert  M.  Seichepine,  a  long-time 
veteran  of  Puerto  Rico,  who  graciously  accepted  to  read  the 
text  and  make  corrections.  Also  to  the  Fathers  in  Puerto  Rico, 
who  supplied  most  of  the  pictures;  last  but  not  least  to  Mrs. 
Virginia  Sedor,  who  again  devotedly  and  competently  has 
taken  care  of  the  word-processing  and  layout  of  the  text. 

Fr.  Henry  J.  Koren,  C.S.Sp. 


SECTION  ONE 


INTRODUCTION 


SOME  FACTS  AND  FIGURES 

Puerto  Rico  is  about  100  miles  long  and  35  miles  wide; 
it  is  the  easternmost  of  the  larger  islands  in  the  West  Indies. 
Roughly  shaped  like  a  rectangle,  its  interior  is  mountainous.  It 
was  "discovered"  in  1493  by  Columbus.  Inhabited  by  Indians, 
who  called  it  Borique,  it  began  to  be  colonized  by  Spain  in 
1508  when  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon  arrived;  he  was  named  its  first 
governor.  San  Juan  became  its  capital  in  1521. 

As  there  was  but  little  gold  -  the  last  mine  closed  in 
1570  -  the  production  of  sugar  cane  and  some  coffee  became 
the  principal  basis  of  Puerto  Rico's  economy.  This  situation 
lasted  until  the  end  of  World  War  Two  when  industrialization 
began  to  soar  and  the  mild  tropical  climate  attracted  numerous 
tourists  and  vacationers.  Literally  hundred  of  factories  and 
numerous  hotels  went  up,  especially  near  the  beaches  of  the 
island.  Economically  this  was  a  blessing:  the  abject 
subsistence  of  the  people  employed  in  the  seasonable 
production  of  sugar  cane  gave  way  to  steady  employment  for 
many  in  factories  and  hotels  with  better  wages.  There  is, 
however,  also  a  negative  side  to  this:  most  of  the  workers  in 
the  industry  are  women  and  this  means  that  often  the  wives 
earn  more  than  their  husbands;  suffering  a  loss  of  self-esteem, 
the  men  quarrel  and  the  marriage  is  in  danger.  Three  out  of 
every  five  marriages  end  in  divorce  in  such  cases. 

Politically  the  island  ceased  to  be  a  Spanish  colony  in 
1898  when  Puerto  Rico  was  ceded  to  the  U.S.A.  Its  people 
became  U.S.  citizens  in  1917.  In  1952  the  island  was  raised  to 
the  status  of  a  commonwealth  associated  with  the  U.S.A.  by  a 
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contract,  approved  by  the  U.S.  Congress  and  the  majority  votes 
of  Puerto  Ricans. 

Its  population  numbers  nearly  three  million;  they  are  of 
mixed  Indian,  Spanish  and  African  ancestry. 

The  housing  conditions  out  in  the  country  were 
generally  extremely  poor;  until  industrialization  came,  Puerto 
Rico  had  the  reputation  of  being  one  giant  slum.  And  in 
industrialized  areas  shanty-towns  were  not  much  better. 
Although  the  government  had  alleviated  the  situation  by 
building  public  housing,  some  500,000  people  were  still  living 
in  shacks  below  the  most  elementary  standards  of  decent 
housing  in  1970. 


THE  RELIGIOUS  SITUATION 

From  the  time  when  the  island  came  under  Spanish 
domination,  its  population  was  at  least  nominally  Catholic  and 
shared  the  ups  and  downs  of  all  Spanish  colonies  in  living  the 
Faith. 

When  it  was  ceded  to  the  U.S.A.  in  1898,  the  privileged 
position  of  the  Catholic  church  came  to  an  end  and  Protestant 
ministers  of  various  denominations  began  their  work.  By  1959 
they  claimed  200,000  followers,  about  ten  percent  of  the 
population.  The  other  ninety  percent  remained  at  least 
nominally  Catholic. 

The  oldest  Catholic  diocese,  originally  called  Diocese 
of  Puerto  Rico,  and  later  that  of  San  Juan,  dates  from  1511.  In 
1924  the  Ponce  diocese  was  created;  it  covered  the  south  and 
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southwest  of  Puerto  Rico.  In  1960  the  Holy  See  raised  San 
Juan  to  the  rank  of  an  archdiocese  and  at  the  same  time  erected 
the  Arecibo  diocese  in  the  northwestern  area.  In  1964  the 
Caguas  diocese  came  into  existence  for  the  eastern  and 
southeastern  area  of  Puerto  Rico,  and  in  1976  the  Mayaguez 
diocese  for  the  southwest.  In  1965  the  total  number  of  the 
clergy  amounted  only  to  120  diocesan  and  400  religious 
priests,  which  meant  one  priest  per  10,000  Catholics. 

The  Catholic  University  of  Puerto  Rico  was  founded  in 
Ponce  in  1948.  It  has  branches  in  several  places.  Catholic 
schools  were  opened  by  Sisters'  congregations  and  several  of 
them  flourished.  Receiving  no  government  support,  they  had 
to  charge  tuition,  which  meant  that  the  poor  were  unable  to 
send  their  children  to  them.  While  they  did  a  good  job,  the 
Church  thereby  also  earned  the  reproach  of  being  more 
interested  in  the  well-to-do  than  the  poor.  And  the  hope  that 
these  schools  would  prove  to  favor  vocations  was  idle: 
whatever  vocations  there  were  came  mostly  from  among  the 
poor  out  in  the  countryside. 

Ignorance  of  their  religion  and  indifference  to  it, 
generally  prevailed  among  the  people,  except  with  respect  to 
celebrations  honoring  patron  saints;  even  these  had  largely 
degenerated  into  civic  events.  Religious  practice  among  men 
was  almost  non-existent;  the  reception  of  the  sacraments, 
except  baptism,  was  left  to  women  and  children.  It  would 
require  decades  of  hard  work  by  zealous  priests  to  change  that 
situation.  There  were,  however,  some  small  groups  of  laymen 
and  women  who  devoted  their  lives  to  religious  instruction; 
these  did  their  best  to  keep  the  Church  alive  in  the  absence  of 
priests. 
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The  religious  orders  who  came  to  Puerto  Rico  and  some 
of  the  diocesan  clergy  serving  in  the  island  were  faced  with  the 
formidable  task  of  changing  ignorance  and  apathy  into  a 
vibrant  local  church.  They  realized  that  it  would  take  decades 
to  reach  appreciable  results,  but  they  knew  that  the  one  who 
sows  is  not  the  one  who  gathers  the  harvest. 


THE  SPIRITANS  IN  PUERTO  RICO 

As  early  as  1862  the  Congregation  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
had  been  asked  to  send  priests  to  the  island  at  the  request  of 
some  French  Catholic  families.  Unfortunately,  the  request 
came  at  a  most  unfortunate  time:  the  Congregation  had  just 
accepted  the  first  Catholic  mission  along  the  east  coast  of 
Africa  in  a  territory  stretching  along  2,000  coastal  miles  from 
Mozambique  to  Cape  Guardafui,  opposite  the  Arabian 
peninsula.  So  no  personnel  was  available. 

In  1904  Bp.  James  Blenk  of  San  Juan — two  years  later 
he  would  be  transferred  to  New  Orleans — also  asked  for 
Spiritan  missionaries,  but  scarcity  of  personnel  speaking 
English  or  Spanish,  once  again  resulted  in  a  negative  reply. 
Half  a  century  later,  rummaging  through  his  archives,  Bp. 
Edwin  V.  Byrne  of  San  Juan  came  across  this  reply  and 
thought  that  by  then  the  situation  might  be  different.  This  time 
his  request  went  to  the  American  Provincial  Fr.  Eugene  Phelan 
and  he  invited  him  to  visit  Puerto  Rico  to  see  whether  he  could 
accept  part  of  his  diocese  as  a  Spiritan  mission.  The  invitation 
was  accepted  and  in  August  1930  Fr.  Phelan  went  to  Puerto 
Rico,  accompanied  by  Fr.  Christopher  Plunkett,  to  explore  the 
proposal. 
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Puerto  Rico's  population  was  then  about  1,300,000, 
virtually  all  nominally  Catholic,  but  there  were  only  150 
priests — one  per  10,000.  Most  people  still  lived  in 
mountainous  barrios,  rural  areas — many  of  which  could  be 
reached  only  on  foot  or  on  horseback..  With  the  best  will  in 
the  world,  pastors  were  unable  to  give  them  the  attention  they 
needed.  American  Capuchins  and  Redemptorists,  as  well  as 
Dutch  Dominicans,  were  doing  wonderful  work  among  them, 
and  no  racial  barriers  handicapped  ministry.  Most  people  lived 
in  appalling  poverty.  Over  five  hundred  Protestant  ministers 
had  flooded  the  island;  although  thus  far  their  success  had  been 
small,  predictably  that  could  change  unless  more  priests  would 
come  to  work  among  these  abandoned  people. 

The  bishop  was  unable  to  offer  any  help  to  finance  a 
mission.  Whoever  was  sent  would  have  to  find  his  own 
resources  or  get  support  from  his  own  order.  The  year  1930 
was  the  year  in  which  the  great  depression  reigned  in  the 
U.S.A.  The  Spiritans  did  not  have  much  financial  leeway,  as 
most  of  the  works  in  the  U.S.A.  consisted  of  dirt-poor  missions 
among  African- Americans.  But  they  believed  in  Providence 
and  lack  of  money  did  not  worry  them  very  much;  they  had 
shown  this  when  they  accepted  works  among  African- 
Americans  in  the  Deep  South.  Abandoned  people  attracted 
them  and  what  they  saw  in  Puerto  Rico  certainly  fitted  that 
category. 

Coming  to  concrete  proposals,  Bp.  Byrne  offered  them 
the  town  of  Arecibo  and  its  many  barrios  with  a  total 
population  of  some  50,000  people.  There  was  a  somewhat 
dilapidated  church,  called  San  Felipe  but  no  rectory  in  the 
town,  and  three  of  the  barrios  had  half-ruined  chapels;  in  the 
others  Mass  had  to  be  said  in  sheds  or  in  the  open  air;  and  the 
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school  in  town  had  been  closed  for  lack  of  funds.  On  the  plus 
side,  however,  there  were  no  debts.  At  least  three  priests 
would  be  needed  for  a  successful  start. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Generalate  and  of  the  Holy 
See,  the  mission  was  accepted.  The  Sisters  of  Divine 
Providence  in  Pittsburgh  promised  to  make  a  few  nuns 
available  for  reopening  the  parochial  school  in  1932  and  then 
veteran  Fr.  Plunkett  returned  to  Puerto  Rico  with  a  team  of 
three  assistants. 

It  may  not  be  superfluous  to  relate  how  the  Puerto 
Ricans  reacted  when  their  Spanish-speaking  priests  were 
suddenly  replaced  by  four  "illiterate"  Yankee  Padres  who  were 
hardly  able  to  stutter,  "Si,  si  Sefior"  and  "Hasta  la  vista.."  One 

can  imagine  what  would  have  happened  in  an  Irish- American 
parish  if  the  bishop  had  removed  Msgr.  Patrick  O'Hara  and  Fr. 
Percy  Quinn  to  replace  them  by  the  Frs.  Stolzenkopf, 
Hammerschmitt,  Braunschwager  and  Klatzenbacher,  none  of 
them  able  to  say  more  than,  "Zis  wedder  is  hot"  and  "Zenk 
you."  Yet  this  is  similar  to  what  happened  in  Arecibo.  But  the 
Puerto  Ricans  received  the  newcomers  with  every  sign  of 
kindness  and  unfailing  courtesy,  even  if  they  were  personally 
indifferent  to  religion.  The  same  happened  later  when 
additional  missions  were  opened  in  other  places.  No  wonder 
that  the  Fathers  fell  in  love  with  the  people  and  that  many 
preferred  to  spend  their  whole  active  life  working  among  them. 

When  in  the  1960s  all  four  bishops  in  Puerto  Rico  were 
native  sons,  they  understandably  wished  to  staff  some  of  the 
Spiritan  parishes  with  native  clergy.  The  Fathers  viewed  that 
kind  of  procedure  as  perfectly  normal;  they  even  preferred  to 
transfer  their  best  parishes  to  them  and,  in  keeping  with  the 
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spirit  of  their  Congregation,  they  wanted  to  retain  the  more 
difficult  ones  for  themselves.  As  a  matter  of  record  the 
Spiritans  were  known  for  this  preference,  which  was  of  course 
highly  appreciated  by  the  bishops,  but  less  by  the  people,  who 
loved  to  retain  those  Yankee  Padres. 

By  1975  they  had  passed  on  eight  parishes  to  the 
dioceses,  but  retained  still  nine,  to  which  a  network  of  ninety 
missions  were  attached,  serving  a  total  population  of  300,000. 
Short  of  personnel,  the  Fathers  continued  to  divest  themselves 
from  others  as  time  went  on  until  at  present  (1998)  only  five 
parishes  continue  to  be  staffed  by  them. 

Another  feature  of  the  men  working  in  Puerto  Rico  was 
that  they  constituted  a  happy  group  with  virtually  no  dissonant 
voices,  except  for  a  few  years  in  the  turbulent  era  around  1970. 
They  would  meet  once  a  month  for  a  day  of  fraternal 
togetherness  and  relaxation. 

In  October  1956  the  autonomous  Spiritan  District  of 
Puerto  Rico  was  separated  from  the  U.S.A.  Province.  Fr. 
Robert  EBERHARDT  became  its  first  major  superior.  His 
successor  was  Fr.  Jacob  GROSSMAN  from  1965  till  1969.  Fr. 
Vincent  NIEDERBERGER  served  a  short  interim  in  1970  and 
was  succeeded  by  Fr.  Albert  SEICHEPINE  late  in  the  same 
year.  Ten  years  later  Fr.  Charles  CONNORS  was  elected  to 
the  position  until  in  1989  Fr.  Cornelius  McQUILLAN  took 
over.  Fr.  Osvaldo  PEREZ  GONZALEZ  became  the  principal 
superior  of  the  District  and  Foundation  of  Puerto  Rico  in 
January  1995.  Lay  people  assisted  the  priests  almost  from  the 
start;  they  kept  the  church  going  by  giving  religious  instruction 
especially  in  rural  areas,  only  occasionally  or  not  at  all  reached 
by  priests. 
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Following  Vatican  Council  Two,  great  emphasis  was 
placed  on  the  laity  and  the  royal  priesthood  of  those  who  are 
not  priests.  They  served  in  large  numbers,  came  from  all 
classes  of  society  from  professional  men  such  as  doctors  to 
shop  keepers  and  ordinary  workers;  they  took  care  of  all 
services  not  requiring  the  priesthood.  The  lay  diaconate  in 
particular  soared:  in  the  Archdiocese  of  San  Juan  alone  there 
were  240  deacons  in  1990  and  the  Spiritan  parish  in  Orocovis 
was  blessed  with  seven. 
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WHERE  IT  ALL  STARTED 
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The  San  Felipe  Parish  Church,  which  became  the  Cathedral  of  the 
Arecibo  Diocese  in  1960. 
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SECTION  TWO 
HISTORY  OF  WORKS 
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The  Holy  Ghost  Missions  in  Puerto  Rico 


/bARCELONETA      r  BAYAMON  .  '     A        . 


SAN  |UAN 
DORADO  ~~N£^ 
BAYAMON 
LEVITTOWN 
TO  A  ALTA 


1.      ARECIBO    San  Felipe 


1931-1986 


Founded  in  1703,  this  parish  covered  the  town  of 
Arecibo  with  its  population  of  about  18,000  and  eighteen  rural 
barrios,  where  some  32,000  lived  when  in  1930  it  was  taken 
over  by  the  Spiritans.  Sixty-three  year  old  Fr.  Christopher  J. 
PLUNKETT  became  its  pastor.  He  arrived  there  in  1931 
together  with  the  Fathers  Regis  C.  GUTHRIE,  William  F. 
DUFFY  and  Joseph  B.  BOYD  as  the  pioneers  of  the  new 
mission.  Quickly  they  learned  enough  Spanish  and  set  to  work. 
After  living  in  a  local  hotel — $3.00  a  day,  room  and  board — 
until  they  managed  to  rent  an  old  wooden  house  to  serve  as 
rectory.  Nearly  all  of  the  people  were  nominally  Catholic,  but 
only  a  few  women  and  girls  were  practicing  their  faith. 
Attendance  at  Sunday  Mass  on  the  Spiritans'  first  day  at  San 
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THE  FOUR  PIONEERS 


Fr.  Christopher  Plunkett 


Fr.  Regis  Guthrie 


Fr.  William  Duffy 


Fr.  Joseph  Boyd 
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Felipe  was  only  thirty  people;  in  the  barrios,  where  the  people 
were  very  poor,  even  by  local  standards,  the  task  facing  them 
was  even  worse:  the  few  existing  chapels  were  half  ruined  and 
congregations  virtually  non-existent  as  people  had  to  walk  up 
to  three  hours  to  reach  them.  Repairing  the  chapels,  the  priests 
visited  them  once  a  month  to  offer  Mass  and  taught  catechism 
every  week.  After  two  years  they  reported  consoling  results: 
Mass  attendance  had  risen  from  one  or  two  to  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  each  chapel. 

In  the  town  itself  also  progress  was  substantial:  Sunday 
Mass  attendance  had  quadrupled  after  eight  months  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  children  received  regular  instruction  in  the 
faith.  After  two  years  of  hard  work  the  Fathers  reported  that 
the  total  number  of  Communions  had  reached  17,000  and  First 
Communions  amounted  to  over  300  in  1932. 

In  that  year  a  fierce  hurricane  struck  Arecibo.  While  43 
people  were  killed  in  the  collapse  of  a  concrete  building,  the 
thousands  who  had  crowded  into  the  church  escaped 
unharmed,  though  the  storm  had  stripped  the  cement  from  its 
walls.  In  the  barrios,  however,  the  chapels  were  wrecked  and 
had  to  be  replaced — this  time  with  storm-proof  materials. 

Meanwhile  the  Divine  Providence  Sisters  had  arrived 
and  opened  the  Colegio  de  San  Felipe,  first  only  a  grade 
school,  but  from  1935  on  also  a  high  school. 

When  in  1933  Fr.  Plunkett  returned  to  the  U.S.A.  to  be 
provincial  superior,  Fr.  William  F.  DUFFY  became  pastor. 
This  hard-working  priest  added  several  chapels  in  the  barrios 
and  bought  a  two-story  house  which,  after  extensive  repairs, 
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became  a  rectory,  owned  by  the  Congregation.  He  also 
enlarged  the  school  and  renovated  the  parish  church.  That  the 
parish  was  spiritually  also  on  the  right  track  was  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  vocations  began  to  blossom:  four  girls  entered  the 
sisterhood,  one  boy  became  a  Brother  and  five  went  to  study 
for  the  priesthood. 

By  the  time  when  Fr.  Regis  GUTHRIE  took  over  as 
pastor  in  1937,  the  parish  statistics  showed  that  since  their 
arrival  3,000  people  had  made  their  First  Communion,  6,400 
had  been  baptized,  600  couples  had  been  married  in  the  church 
and  the  total  number  of  communions  during  that  period 
amounted  to  140,000.  The  Fathers'  ministry  by  then  extended 
to  eighteen  mission  in  the  barrios  up  to  twenty  miles  away 
from  Arecibo;  six  of  which  had  a  chapel,  while  in  the  others 
people  met  in  make-shift  shelters.  Religious  instruction  was 
given  in  them  once  a  week  and  Mass  would  be  celebrated  once 
a  month.  Moreover,  sick  calls  obliged  them  to  go  out  to  the 
barrios  up  to  twice  or  three  times  a  month. 

When  illness  obliged  Fr.  Guthrie  to  return  to  the  States 
in  1939,  Fr.  Joseph  D.  BOYD  took  over  as  pastor.  He 
continued  the  good  work  of  his  predecessors  until  1955.  The 
bishop  was  so  happy  with  what  was  being  accomplished  that  he 
added  four  more  barrios  with  10,000  people  to  the  parish  in 
1940.  By  the  time  Fr.  Edward  J.  KINGSTON  became  pastor  in 
1955  the  Spiritan  staff  had  increased  to  eight  priests.  They 
worked  like  Trojans  to  keep  up  with  the  ever-increasing 
numbers  of  people  taking  their  religious  duties  seriously 
throughout  the  extended  territory  of  the  parish.  San  Felipe 
became  the  largest  parish  in  Puerto  Rico  and  in  1960  the  Holy 
See  carved  a  new  diocese  out  of  San  Juan,  named  Diocese  of 
Arecibo,  which  covered  2,200  square  kilometers.     The  Puerto 
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Rican  Alfredo  Mendez  became  its  first  bishop  and  made  San 
Felipe  his  cathedral.  No  other  Puerto  Rican  had  reached  the 
rank  of  bishop  since  1814,  when  he  and  an  auxiliary  bishop  for 
San  Juan  were  ordained  in  October  1960. 

Considering  that  the  bishop  might  prefer  to  staff  his 
cathedral  with  diocesan  clergy,  the  Spiritans  offered  to 
withdraw  from  it.  There  was,  however,  such  an  outcry  of  the 
people  against  the  Spiritans'  departure  from  San  Felipe  that  the 
bishop  decided  to  maintain  them  in  the  cathedral  parish. 

In  1961  Fr.  Joseph  BOYD  returned  to  San  Felipe  for  a 
second  term  of  nine  years  as  its  pastor.  By  then  the  Spiritan 
staff  of  the  parish  consisted  of  seven  priests  and  three  Brothers. 
After  nine  years  of  very  fruitful  work,  he  was  succeeded  in 
1970  by  Fr.  William  A.  NEBEL,  and  the  following  year  by  Fr. 
Jacob  GROSSMAN,  who  governed  the  parish  until  1975  when 
Fr.  Thomas  P.  SHARKEY  took  over  for  five  years.  The  last 
Spiritan  pastor  was  Fr.  Albert  M.  SEICHEPINE,  who  handed 
over  the  cathedral  parish  to  the  diocesan  clergy  in  1986. 

A  total  of  fifty-five  other  Spiritans,  including  three 
Brothers  ,  also  served  in  the  parish. 

MISSIONS 

Our  records  indicate  a  total  number  of  forty-four 
missions  that  were  attached  to  San  Felipe  parish.  The 
maximum  number  served  at  the  same  time  was  thirty- five.  Our 
records  are  incomplete;  they  do  not  list  missions  before  the 
year  1940  or  after  1956.  Generally  each  mission  was  visited  at 
least  once  a  month  for  Sunday  Mass,  and  religious  instruction 
was  given    every   week.  Each  of  the  barrios    contained    a 
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Two  of  the  many  chapels  the  Fathers  built  in  rural  areas. 
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population  of  from  1,000  to  over  4,000  for  a  total  of  47,000  in 
1930.  Chapels  were  built  in  many  of  them  after  1956,  but  we 
have  no  complete  records  of  them. 

The  following  missions  were  divided  off  from  San 
Felipe  as  independent  parishes,  while  remaining  entrusted  to 
the  Spiritans: 

BAYANEY,  N.S.  del  Perpetuo  Socorro,  1961  q.v. 

EL  COTO,  N.S.  del  Carmen,  1961  q.v. 

SAN  LUIS,  Sagrado  Corazon  de  Jesus,  Arecibo  1961,  q.v. 

SANTA  ANA,  Santa  Ana,  1961,  q.v. 


2.  ALBONITO    Christo  Rey 

Ten  miles  south,  no  chapel.  Population  2,675  in  1942. 

3.  ARENALEJOS 

No  chapel;  recorded  only  1940-1941. 

4.  ARIZONA  San  Antonio 

There  was  a  chapel.  Later  served  from  Dorado  q.v. 

5.  ARROZAL    Sacrado  Corazon 

Twelve  miles  south.  It  had  a  chapel. 

6.  BAJADERO       Mira  Flores,    N.S.  de  la  Milagrosa, 

Five  miles  south.  It  became  an  autonomous  parish. 

7.  BIAFARA 

Seven  miles  southwest,  no  chapel. 
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8.  CALICHOSA    San  Jose 

Eight  miles  southwest;  had  a  chapel. 

9.  CAMBALACHE 

No  chapel;  mentioned  in  1940  and  1941. 

10.  CAMPOALEGRE  N.S.  de  Guadeloupe 

Listed   only    1944-1946,   it   became   an   autonomous 
parish. 

1 1 .  C ANDEL ARI A  Jardines  de  Arecibo 

N.S.  de  Fatima 

First  listed  in  1947;  it  became  an  autonomous  parish  . 

12.  CERCADILLO 

No  chapel;  mentioned  only  from  1944  till  1949. 

13.  CIBAO  N.S.  de  La  Monserrate 

Sixteen  miles  southwest.   Population  1,400  in  1942.   It 
became  an  autonomous  parish. 

14.  COYURAL 

Fifteen  miles  south,  no  chapel. 

15.  DOMINGUITO  Sacrado  Corazon 

Eight  miles  from  Arecibo.    Its  first  chapel  dated  from 
1912.  It  became  an  autonomous  parish. 

16.  DOS  BOCAS 

No  chapel;  mentioned  only  in  1947  and  1949. 
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17.  ESPERANZA  N.S.  de  la  Esperanza 

Sixteen  miles  south  west.    Its  first  chapel  dated  from 
1929. 

18.  ESPINO 

No  chapel;  listed  only  in  1947  and  1949. 

19.  FACTOR    N.S.  del  Carmen 

Seven  miles  east.  Its  first  chapel  dated  from  1912. 

20.  GARRACHALES 

Nine  miles  east,  no  chapel. 

21.  HATOABAJO  Santa  Teresita 

Four  miles  southwest.  Its  chapel  dates  from  1935. 

22.  HATO  ARRIBA 

Five  miles  southwest,  no  chapel. 

23.  HATOVIEJO  Santa  Cecilia 

Five  miles  southwest.  It  chapel  dates  from  1936. 

24.  HOYO  DE  LAS  SANTOS 

No  chapel;  listed  only  in  1947  and  1949. 

25.  ISLOTE 

No  chapel. 

26.  JAREALES 

In  Arecibo,  no  chapel. 

27.  LOS  CANOS 

No  chapel;  mentioned  only  in  1947  and  1949. 
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28.  LOS  MUERTOS 

Fifteen  miles  west,  no  chapel. 

29.  MARIPOSA 

No  chapel;  listed  only  1944  and  1945. 

30.  MIRAFLORES    Immaculado  Concepcion 

Eight  miles  south.  Its  chapel  dates  from  1935. 

31.  MIRAMAR 

In  Arecibo,  no  chapel. 

32.  OBRERO 

No  chapel;  listed  only  in  1944. 

33.  PALOBLANCO 

No  chapel. 

34.  QUEBRADA  N.S.  de  la  Asuncion 

Seventeen  miles  south.  There  was  a  chapel.  Population 
2,300  in  1942. 

35.  RIO  ARRIBA 

No  chapel;  listed  only  in  1940  and  1941. 

36.  SABANAHOYOS    San  Isidro 

South,  its  chapel  dates  from  1928. 

37.  SAN  DANIEL 

Three  miles  west,  no  chapel. 
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38.  SAN  RAPHAEL  San  Rafael 

Eighteen  miles  southwest,  no  chapel. 

39.  SONADORA 

Eleven  miles  west,  no  chapel. 

40.  TAMANA 

No  chapel;  listed  only  in  1940  and  1941. 

41.  VEGAAQUIRRE 

No  chapel;  listed  only  1944-1946. 

42.  VIGIA 

No  chapel;  mentioned  only  1944-1949. 

A  recent  letter  indicates  that  there  are  now  fifteen 

parishes  in  the  former  territory  of  San  Felipe. 

43.  HATO  REY  Espiritu  Santo  Parish  1940-1978 

Happy  with  the  work  the  Fathers  were  doing  in 
Arecibo,  Bp.  Edwin  Byrne  of  San  Juan  asked  them  to  take  on  a 
mission  at  Hato  Rey,  population  10,000,  in  1940.  Three 
Fathers  were  assigned  to  the  place  and  Fr.  Francis  P. 
TROTTER  became  the  first  pastor  on  January  1,  1941,  with  the 
Frs.  Robert  EBERHARDT  and  Kenneth  MILFORD  as  his 
assistants.  After  a  survey  of  their  territory  they  opened  three 
missions,  while  Fr.  Eberhardt  also  assumed  the  chaplaincy  of 
the  Catholic  Center  of  the  University  of  Puerto  Rico  in  the 
town.  Fr.  Eberhardt  also  established  the  Colegio  del  Espiritu 
Santo,  a  parochial  school,  which  was  destined  to  flourish:  by 
1951  it  enrolled  over  1,000  boys  and  girls  from  kindergarten  up 
to  high  school  and  was  regarded  as  the  most  outstanding  school 
in  Puerto  Rico. 
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A  Palm  Sunday  Procession 
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In  1944  Fr.  EBERHARDT  became  pastor.  He  enlarged 
the  school,  built  a  rectory  in  1950  and  drew  up  the  plans  for  a 
new  church  as  the  old  one  was  too  small.  Thanks  to  his 
business  acumen  the  expense  of  building  the  school,  which 
amounted  to  $225,000,  was  paid  off  in  a  very  short  time  and  he 
earned  the  gratitude  of  the  bishop.  On  the  spiritual  level  the 
parish  also  was  doing  well:  the  official  Spiritan  visitor  who 
came  in  1952  heaped  praise  on  the  Fathers  in  Hato  Rey  for 
their  Trojan  work,  their  zeal  and  their  religious  community 
spirit.  Construction  of  the  new  large  and  beautiful  church 
began  in  1952;  it  opened  three  years  later. 

The  following  year  he  became  principal  superior  of  the 
new  Spiritan  District  of  Puerto  Rico.  Fr.  Thomas  CONNER 
took  over  as  pastor,  after  having  served  since  1944  as  assistant. 
He  carried  on  the  good  work  done  by  his  predecessors  until 
1966  when  the  was  followed  by  Fr.  William  NEBEL  until  1970 
and,  after  a  one-year  interlude  served  by  Fr.  Roland 
COOKSON,  and  Fr.  EBERHARDT  until  1975.  During  those 
years  the  rectory  also  became  the  Puerto  Rican  headquarters  of 
the  Holy  Childhood  Association  for  some  time  until  it  acquired 
a  separate  office.  Its  director  continued  to  reside  in  the  rectory. 

Fr.  Jacob  GROSSMAN  served  as  pastor  from  1975 
until  three  years  later  the  parish  was  returned  to  the  Arch- 
diocese of  San  Juan.  Fourteen  Fathers  had  also  served  in  it  as 
assistants. 
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MISSIONS 

The  following  are  listed  in  our  records: 

44.  SAN  JOSE  San  Jose 

Two  miles  east  of  Hato  Rey.  Listed  for  the  first  time  in 
1950,  it  became  a  parish  in  1958  with  the  name  San  Jose 

Obrero.  It  continued  to  be  served  by  the  Spiritans  Kenneth 
MILFORD,  Joseph  SWEENEY  and  Edward  WOLFE  until 
ceded  to  the  Archdiocese  of  San  Juan  in  1961. 

45.  URB  MANUEL  A.  PEREZ  Hato  Rey  La  Milagrosa 

It  became  an  autonomous  parish  in  1968. 

46.  URB  EL  SENORIAL  CUPEY  Santissima  Trinidad 

It  became  a  parish  in  1968. 

47.  QUINT  ANA  N.S.  de  las  Victorias 

One  mile  south  of  Hato  Rey.   Opened  in  1940,  it  has  a 
chapel  and  from  1 969  on  also  a  school. 

48.  BUENAVISTA  San  Jose 

Two  miles  north  of  Hato  Rey,  it  was  opened  in  1942 
and  was  provided  with  a  chapel. 


49.        TOAALTA    San  Fernando  parish  1942-1969 

Entrusted  to  the  Congregation  in  1942  together  with 
Dorado  and  Toa  Baja  as  one  parish,  the  San  Fernando  church 
dated  from  as  far  back  as  1751.   It  became  a  separate  Spiritan 
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parish  in  1952.  Fr.  Kenneth  MILFORD  had  served  as  its 
pastor  until  that  year  and  was  succeeded  by  Fr.  John 
GILLIGAN,  who  stayed  until  1963.  Fr.  Robert  GRAVES 
served  as  pastor  from  1963-1969.  By  dint  of  hard  work,  the 
parish  began  to  revive  slowly,  as  is  clear  from  the  Easter 
Communions,  which  rose  from  560  in  1944  to  1,300  in  1956  in 
a  population  of  about  14,000  (the  last  year  for  which  the 
archives  have  separate  records).  Interestingly,  when  in  1953 
the  Blessed  Virgin  was  said  to  have  appeared  at  Sabana 
Grande,  near  Ponce,  100,000  people  flocked  to  it,  expecting  a 
sign  from  heaven,  although  the  bishop  had  asked  them  to  pay 
no  attention  to  it.  No  sign  came,  yet  a  good  effect  of  the  affair 
was  that  many  slackers  received  the  sacrament  of  confession. 

Twelve  other  Fathers  served  as  assistants  in  the  parish, 
which  was  taken  over  by  the  diocese  in  1969. 

MISSIONS 

50.  BUCARABONES    Cristo  Rey 

Chapel,  six  miles  southeast. 

51.  CONTORNO 

No  chapel;  2  miles  south. 

52.  GALATEO    Santa  Sofia  y  Sagrado  Corazon 

Chapel  four  miles  south,  opened  in  1948. 

53.  ORTIZ 

No  chapel;  no  longer  listed  from  1946  on. 

54.  PINASADENTRO    Virgen  del  Carmen 

Chapel  built  in  1949;  4  miles  southeast. 
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55.  QUEBRADA  ARENAS 

No  chapel;  5  miles  south. 

56.  QUEBRADA  CRUZ    La  Milagrosa 

Five  miles  southwest.      Later  the  place  became  an 
autonomous  parish. 

57.  RIOLAJAS    Santa  Teresita 

Chapel  listed  first  in  1948,  5  miles  west.    Later  there 
were  three  chapels  in  the  area. 

58.  SAN  JOSE    San  Jose 

Chapel  built  in  1954,  2  miles  northeast. 

Also  mentioned  as  derived  from  the  San  Fernando 
parish  are  San  Ricardo  parish,  BO.  PINAS,  Toa  Alta  and  La 

Providencial  parish  BO.  PINAS,  Toa  Alta. 


59.        BARCELONETA    Nuestra  Signora  del  Carmen 

1942-1961;  1994-98 

In  1942  Bp.  Edwin  Byrne  of  San  Juan  asked  the 
Spiritans  to  take  over  the  care  of  Barceloneta.  Founded  in 
1883  at  Florida,  its  center  had  shifted  to  Barceloneta,  so  that 
the  parish  had  two  churches.  Spiritually,  however,  the  parish 
was  anemic  and  reviving  it  would  be  "a  hard  nut  to  crack." 
About  2,000  people  lived  in  the  town  and  another  16,000  in 
eight  barrios,  but  only  two  of  these  had  received  any  attention. 

Fr.  Edward  KINGSTON  became  the  first  Spiritan 
pastor.   He  found  the  small  rectory  stripped  to  the  bare  walls, 
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but  after  acquiring  a  bed  and  a  stove  he  moved  in  and  set  to 
work  among  the  people.  Slowly  the  parish  began  to  revive. 
When  he  got  an  assistant,  the  replaced  the  old  rectory  with  a 
new  one.  By  1948  the  zeal  of  the  Padres  was  showing  modest 
results:  some  400  people  fulfilled  their  Easter  duties  and  about 
200  couples  had  their  marriages  blessed.  Fr.  George 
REARDON  took  over  in  1948  until  he  was  recalled  to  the 
U.S.A.  to  become  superior  of  the  new  Ann  Arbor  junior 
seminary  in  1951.  His  assistant  Fr.  John  FRIEL  became  pastor 
until  1955.  New  chapels  were  built  in  two  barrios. 

In  the  small  town  itself,  their  ministry  met  but  little 
response,  but  they  persevered  nonetheless,  placing  their  hope  in 
the  future.  The  situation  was  better  in  some  of  the  barrios, 
especially  at  Cruce  Davila,  where  the  people  became  a 
flourishing  congregation.  In  1955  Fr.  Roland  COOKSON 
became  pastor.  He  repaired  and  beautified  the  church  building, 
while  he  and  his  assistant  also  were  heavily  engaged  in  the 
barrios.  New  chapels  were  built  in  two  barrios.  These  had 
Sunday  Mass  each  week,  which  meant  thirteen  Masses  and 
sermons  each  Sunday,  and  whole  days  were  spent  in  religious 
instructions  during  the  week. 

In  1961  the  bishop  took  back  the  parish  for  the  diocesan 
clergy.  Three  other  Fathers  had  also  served  in  Barceloneta  as 
assistants. 

From  1994  until  1998  we  find  this  parish  again  served 
by  a  Spiritan  pastor,  Fr.  Thomas  SHARKEY,  with  retired  Fr. 
Gerhard  SEIFRIED  as  his  companion. 
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MISSIONS 

60.  CROSS  ROADS 

A  chapel  was  built  there  in  the  1950s. 

61.  CRUCEDAVILA    N.S.  de  las  Victorias 

Two  miles  west  of  town  and  served  from  1942  on,  it 
became  a  vibrant  center  of  the  faith.  Fr.  Daniel  CONKLIN 
may  be  singled  out  for  the  work  he  did  there.  It  became  an 
autonomous  parish  with  the  chapels  of  Sagrado  Corazon  at 
Imbery  and  San  Jose  Obrero. 

62.  FLORIDA    N.S.  de  la  Merced 

Eight  miles  west  from  Barceloneta;  only  modest  results 
were  obtained  there,  but  in  1961  the  bishop  selected  the  place 
for  a  new  parish,  to  which  Montebello,  Sabana  Hoyos,  Air  osol 
and  Los  Muertos  were  attached. 

63.  PALMASALTA    San  Antonio 

First  mentioned  in  1944  it  received  a  new  chapel  in 
1949. 

64.  GARROCHALES    San  Francisco 

Four  miles  northwest.  It  began  to  be  served  from  1 943 
on. 

The  following  were  listed  only  from  1943  until  1949.    They 
had  no  chapel: 

65.  FLORIDA  ADENTRO 

66.  FLORIDA  AFUERA 
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67.  LA  PLAYA 

68.  QUEBRADA 

69.  TRINIDAD 


70.        DORADO    San  Antonio  de  Padua  Parish 

1943-1966;  1970-1993 

Together  with  Toa  Alta  and  Toa  Baja,  this  parish  in  the 
San  Juan  diocese,  founded  in  1948  was  entrusted  to  the 
Spiritans  in  1943.  Together  they  comprised  about  36,000 
people.  Fr.  Kenneth  MILFORD  functioned  as  pastor  of  all 
three  until  1952.  It  was  hard  uphill  work  to  revive  the  Dorado 
parish,  but  by  1952  255  people  received  Easter  Communion, 
which  was  about  two  percent.  In  that  year  Fr.  William  NEBEL 
took  over  the  parish  and  became  its  resident  pastor.  The  fact  of 
having  a  zealous  and  capable  priest  living  in  the  parish  made  a 
big  difference.  Easter  Communions  rose  to  650  and  total 
Communions  to  3,900  by  1956,  and  the  people  developed  a 
spirit  of  cohesion  and  cooperation  with  the  two  priests 
stationed  in  the  parish. 

Around  that  time  the  neat  little  town,  situated  near 
beautiful  beaches,  became  also  a  favored  tourist  center  with 
several  large  hotels.  One  result  was  that  the  local  people  were 
able  to  find  jobs  with  decent  wages,  so  that  the  parish  also 
became  financially  self-sustaining. 

In  1958  Fr.  Mark  CONNOLLY  became  pastor.  He 
secured  five  lay  Sisters  from  the  secular  institute  of  the  Holy 
Cross,  founded  in  Spain  in  1936,  to  take  up  parish  work,  such 
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as  teaching  catechism,  visiting  the  sick  etc.  The  people  gave 
them  a  grand  welcome.  The  parish  was  handed  over  to  the 
diocesan  clergy  in  1966,  but  four  years  later  Fr.  NEBEL 
returned  as  pastor.  He  served  until  his  death  in  1976  and  was 
succeeded  by  Fr.  Thomas  CONNER,  who  retired  due  to  a  heart 
condition  in  1989.  Fr.  Robert  GRAVES  was  pastor  from  1989 
to  1991.  Until  a  diocesan  priest  was  named  pastor  in  1993,  Fr. 
Edward  CARON  served  as  administrator  of  the  parish.  He 
stayed  however,  in  the  town,  in  which  the  Spiritan  district's 
house  had  been  established,  as  a  member  of  the  local 
community. 

Eleven  Fathers  and  two  Brothers  are  listed  as  having  served  in 
the  parish. 


Live  Nativity  Scene 
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MISSIONS 

71.  ARIZONA  San  Antonio 

Two  miles  west.  Chapel  built  in  1949. 

72.  ESPINOSA  San  Nicolas  de  Tolentino 

Five  miles  southwest.  A  chapel  was  built  there  in  1946. 

73.  HIGUILLAR    San  Juda  Tadeo 

Four  miles  southwest.    The  parish  of  N.D.  de  la  Salud 
there  is  also  said  to  have  split  off  from  San  Antonio. 

74.  MAGUAYU 

No  chapel,  three  miles  southwest. 

75.  MAMEYAL 

No  chapel,  three  miles  west. 

76.  RIO  LAJAS 

No  chapel;  not  mentioned  after  1953. 

77.  SARDINERA 

No  chapel,  two  miles  west. 

78.  SAN  BARNABAS 

No  chapel.  Not  listed  after  1952. 

79.  TOA  BAJA     San  Pedro  Apostol  Parish 

1943-1964 

Until  1955  this  parish  was  under  the  care  of  the  priests 
responsible  also  for  Dorado  and  Toa  Alta.  In  1955  Fr.  Gerhard 
SEIFRIED  became  its  first  resident  pastor.  It  was  returned  to 
the  diocese  in  1964. 
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MISSIONS 

In  the  early  days  these  were  served  from  Dorado  or  Toa  Alta: 

80.  AHOGA  PERROS 

No  chapel. 

81.  CAMPANILLA 

No  chapel. 

82.  CANDELARIA    N.S.  de  la  Candelaria 

Seven  miles  southeast,  it  later  became  an  autonomous 
parish. 

83.  INGENIO 

No  chapel;  three  miles  east. 

84.  MEDIA  LUNA    San  Jose  chapel. 

85.  PAJAROS 

No  chapel;  six  miles  southeast. 

86.  PALO  SECA 

No  chapel. 

87.  SABANASECA    San  Jose 

Chapel;  eight  miles.  It  later  became  an  autonomous 
parish. 

88.  SAN  JOSE     San  Jose 

Chapel;  five  miles  south. 
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In  1966  the  new  parish  of  Espiritu  Santo  in  Levittown 
was  divided  off  from  San  Pedro  Apostol  and  entrusted  to  the 
Spiritans;  q.v. 

89.        JAYUYA    N.S.  de  Monserrate  1945-1976 

In  late  1944  the  Spiritans  accepted  the  request  of  Bp. 
Aloysius  Willinger  of  Ponce  to  take  over  this  parish  with  its  six 
missions.  It  dated  from  1883.  Fr.  Paul  FORD  became  its  first 
Spiritan  pastor  in  January  1945.  The  parish  counted  nearly 
15,000  people,  had  a  church  and  a  rectory,  which  was  bare  of 
everything.  He  and  his  assistants  moved  in  and  with  the  help 
of  the  United  States  Province  repaired  it  and  received  even 
some  money  to  add  a  small  house  chapel.  Spiritually  he 
reported  600  people  did  their  Easter  duty,  111  children  made 
their  First  Communion  and  there  were  a  surprisingly  high 
number  of  15,600  total  Communions,  thanks  especially  to 
dedicated  laymen  (see  below  under  the  Puerta  Plata).  By  1950 
these  numbers  had  increased  to  2,000  Easter  Communions  and 
36,000  total  Communions. 

Fr.  Edward  WOLFE  took  over  in  that  year  and 
remained  pastor  until  1955.  He  continued  the  good  work  of  his 
predecessor,  as  did  Fr.  Joseph  WEHNING,  who  had  been  his 
assistant  since  1947,  and  carried  on  as  pastor  from  1955  until 
1969. 

Bp.  James  McManus  of  Ponce  was  so  delighted  with 
the  caliber  of  the  Fathers  sent  to  his  diocese  that  he  told  Fr. 
Provincial  Francis  McGlynn  not  to  ask  him  permission  to  send 
anyone  without  first  consulting  him,  but  simply  to  let  him 
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know  that  Father  so  and  so    was  coming  and  he  would  then 
give  the  new  man  a  canonical  appointment. 

The  priests  realized  that  it  is  impossible  to  hope  for 
great  results  if  you  preach  to  people  with  empty  stomachs;  so  it 
was  decided  to  do  something  about  it.  Fr.  Francis  Landry,  an 
assistant  to  Fr.  WEHNING,  got  his  blessings  to  see  what  they 
could  do.  He  concluded  that  the  best  help  was  the  self-help  of 
the  poor.  Having  studied  the  cooperative  movement  in  Puerto 
Rico's  Catholic  university  and  in  Antigonish,  Nova  Scotia,  he 
set  up  a  consumers'  cooperative  store  for  them.  Family 
incomes  among  the  poor  varied  from  $100  to  $500  a  year;  at 
the  co-op  they  could  buy  at  one  third  to  one  half  less  than  the 
price  charged  by  commercial  stores,  and  only  wholesome  food 
was  sold.  The  store  flourished.  A  friendly  loan  association 
followed,  which  loaned  money  on  the  basis  of  need  rather  than 
credit  worthiness  and  charged  only  1%  interest.  And  a 
cooperative  housing  program  in  rural  areas  also  came  about: 
the  cooperative  owners  did  the  building  themselves  on  parish 
land.  With  ten  yearly  payments  of  $30  to  $40,  each  family 
became  the  proud  owners  of  a  simple  four  bedroom  home. 

For  the  young  the  parish  installed  a  sports  center  near 
the  rectory  with  basketball,  volleyball  courts  and  a  swimming 
pool. 

After  an  interim  of  one  year,  served  by  Fr.  Robert 
GRAVES,  Fr.  Robert  ROACH  became  pastor  in  1970.  He 
served  until  1976.  The  final  few  months  of  that  year  were 
taken  care  off  by  Fr.  William  SMITH  until  by  the  end  of  that 
year  the  parish  was  returned  to  the  diocese.  Three  other 
Fathers  had  also  served  in  it  as  assistants. 
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MISSIONS 

90.  COABY 

No  chapel,  four  miles  northwest. 

91.  COLLORES    San  Jose 

Chapel,  four  miles  southwest. 

92.  HOYO  PLANAS  Espiritu  Santo 

Chapel,  three  miles  northeast. 

93.  MAMEYES    San  Antonio 

Chapel,  ten  miles  northeast. 

94.  PUERTA  PLATA  San  Juan  Evangelista 

Two  miles  east.  In  this  mission  the  Hermandad 
(Fraternity)  de  San  Juan  Evangelista  was  established  in 
1912  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  clergy,  especially 
in  remote  areas  that  could  be  only  sporadically  visited 
by  a  priest.  Mostly  composed  of  married  men,  the 
fraternity  members  pledged  themselves  for  life  to 
preach  and  teach  God's  word,  after  a  careful  training 
for  two  years.  They  would  stay  for  a  whole  week  in  a 
place,  instructing  the  older  people  to  make  their  first 
confessions,  preparing  couples  for  the  reception  of  the 
sacrament  of  marriage,  etc.  Once  a  year  before 
Christmas  they  would  return  to  Puerta  Plata  for  their 
annual  retreat.  Their  work  did  much  to  maintain  the 
faith  in  those  isolated  areas. 

95.  SALIEN    La  Milagrosa 

Chapel  built  in  1953.  Eight  miles  northwest. 
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People  love  processions 


46 


96.  SALIENITO    La  Virgen 

Chapel 

97.  YUNES 

No  chapel,  seven  miles  northeast. 


98.        JUNCOS    Immaculada  Concepcion  parish 

1947-1986 

Dating  back  to  the  year  1797,  this  parish  belonged  to 
the  San  Juan  diocese,  but  was  transferred  to  the  new  diocese  of 
Caguas  in  1964.  Fr.  Joseph  SWEENEY  became  its  first 
Spiritan  pastor  in  1947;  he  had  one  assistant  and  would  soon 
get  another.  Some  3,800  families  totaling  an  estimated  20,000 
people,  spread  over  100  square  miles,  were  entrusted  to  his 
care.  His  first  report  in  1948  showed  that  only  350  people  had 
done  their  Easter  duties,  but  also  that  3 1  couples  had  entered  a 
Christian  marriage,  nearly  100  sick  calls  had  been  made  and  62 
children  were  in  the  parochial  school — signs  that  the  young 
native  priest  who  hitherto  had  served  the  parish  had  not  been 
without  zeal.  Progress,  however,  was  slow,  as  is  shown  by  the 
1950  figures,  which  were  only  slightly  better,  except  for  a 
substantial  increase  in  total  Communions. 

In  1950  Fr.  Paul  FORD  became  pastor  for  one  year, 
followed  by  Fr.  John  McHUGH,  who  served  until  1967. 
During  this  period  the  number  of  missions  increased  from  the 
one  that  existed  in  1947  to  nine.  So  it  is  no  surprise  to  see  that 
the  1956  statistics  showed  925  Easter  Communions  and  16,500 
total  Communions,  though  the  tiny  parish  school  had  ceased  to 
exist. 
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Fr.  Albert  SCHROLL  took  over  as  pastor  in  1957, 
followed  by  Fr.  Kenneth  MILFORD  in  1961  and  Thomas 
CONNER  in  1966.  Specific  information  in  facts  and  figures 
for  these  years  are  lacking,  but  a  1970  report  said  that  the 
people  in  Juncos  town  had  responded  surprisingly  well  to  the 
ministry.  The  situation,  however,  in  the  rural  barrios  was 
different;  there,  superstition  and  spiritism  remained  strong. 
That  was  the  reason  why  the  parish  should  be  kept  still  for 
some  time. 

Fr.  Robert  GRAVES  became  its  last  Spiritan  pastor  in 
1971  and  continued  to  function  as  such  till  1986.  He  built 
eight  chapels  in  the  barrios  and  gave  the  parish  the  best 
catechetical  program  in  the  diocese.  Each  chapel  was  visited 
every  week.  The  parish  was  returned  to  the  diocese  in  1986. 
Ten  Fathers  had  served  in  it  as  assistants. 

The  parish  gave  birth  to  San  Juan  Bautista  parish,  in 
Bo.  Mango,  in  1971. 

MISSIONS 

99.       AMIGOS     Espiritu  Santo 

Chapel 

100.  CANTO  GALLO     Cristo  Redentor 

Chapel 

101.  CEIBA  NORTE     Cristo  Rey 

Chapel,  three  miles  southeast.  Chapel  built  in  1978. 

102.  CEIBA  SUR    Sagrado  Corazon 

Four  miles  southeast.  Chapel  built  in  1978. 
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103.  GURABOABAJO 

No  chapel,  two  miles  east. 

104.  GURABO  ARRIBA 

No  chapel,  seven  miles  east. 

105.  LIRIOS     San  Jose 

Two  miles  north.  Chapel  built  in  1978. 

106.  LOS  CHINOS      Buen  Pastor 

Chapel 

1 07.  MAME  Y  URB.  COLIN  AS 

No  chapel,  three  miles  north. 

108.  PIN  AS     La  Santa  Cruz 

Chapel 

1 09.  PUBLECITO  DEL  RIO 

Chapel,  seven  miles  south. 

1 1 0.  VALENCI ANO  ABA  JO 

No  chapel,  eight  miles  west. 

111.  VALENCI  ANO  ARRIBA  San  Juan  Bautista 

Two  and  a  half  miles  west.  Chapel  built  in  1979. 


112.      OROCOVIS    San  Juan  Bautista  parish 

1952-1978 

Surrounded    by    mountains,    this    parish    had    been 
faithfully  served  by  Fr.  Martin  Barry  all  alone  for  thirty-five 
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years,  when  Bp.  James  P.  Davis  asked  the  Spiritans  to  take  it 
over  in  1952.  It  covered  a  territory  of  60  square  miles  and 
25,000  people  living  in  its  barrios.  Fr.  Kenneth  MILFORD 
became  its  first  Spiritan  pastor  in  1952  and  a  team  of  two,  soon 
augmented  to  three,  served  as  his  assistants.  The  people  gave 
them  a  rousing  reception  and  furnished  a  house  for  them.  We 
have  no  statistics  of  the  spiritual  situation  before  the  Spiritans' 
arrival,  but  one  year  later  they  reported  5,200  Easter 
Communions  and  a  total  number  of  over  51,000  Communions; 
this  shows  that  the  parish  was  indeed  in  good  shape,  one  of  the 
best  in  Puerto  Rico,  thanks  to  the  zeal  of  Fr.  Barry. 

The  new  Padres  tackled  their  work  with  gusto. 
Throughout  the  territory  they  began  to  establish  a  network  of 
catechetical  centers  that  would  reach  the  number  of  85,  staffed 
by  350  catechists,  in  which  4,500  children  received  instruction. 
The  Confraternity  of  Christian  Doctrine  would  reach  a 
membership  of  1,100,  the  Holy  Name  Society  enroll  1,300  men 
and  the  Children  of  Mary  1,500  youngsters.  All  this  was 
accomplished  by  1957.  And  a  special  society  for  women 
followed,  which  reached  also  over  1,000  members.  All  these 
members  were  active,  which  added  some  2,200  more  total 
Communions  a  year.  In  the  central  church  of  Orocovis  alone 
four  Sunday  Masses  were  needed,  in  which  over  2,000  people 
received  Communion  each  Sunday.  One  can  see  here  how 
fruitful  the  collaboration  of  the  laity  with  their  priests  was. 

Not  that  all  was  perfect:  far  too  many  people  were  not 
yet  practicing  their  faith,  but  nonetheless  great  strides  were 
being  made.  In  the  rural  areas  also  the  Fathers  came  visiting 
eight  barrios  each  week  and  at  least  once  a  month  to  offer 
Mass. 
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Fr.  Robert  Eberhardt 


Fr.  Jacob  Grossman 


Fr.  Albert  Seichepine 


Fr.  Charles  Connors 
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In  1960  Fr.  MILFORD  was  replaced  by  Fr.  William 
NEBEL  as  pastor  until  in  1966  Fr.  Vincent  NIEDERBERGER 
took  over.  After  an  interval  of  one  year  in  1970,  served  by 
Fr.  Albert  SEICHEPINE,  just  named  District  Superior,  Fr. 
Edward  CARON  succeeded  him  for  two  years.  The  last 
Spiritan  pastor  was  Fr.  Walter  MASTALERZ,  who  served 
from  1973  until  1978.  They  valiantly  continued  the 
tremendous  work  done  by  their  predecessors.  The  parish 
became  a  source  of  vocations:  seven  of  its  boys  went  on  to 
study  for  the  priesthood  and  a  number  of  girls  entered  the 
convent. 

In  1978  the  parish  was  returned  to  the  diocese.  Eleven 
Fathers  had  served  in  it  as  assistants. 

MISSIONS 

The  following  missions  were  listed  in  the  mid-1950s: 

LOS  SALTOS,  OROCOVIS      N.S.  de  Fatima 

Chapel,  two  miles  east.  It  became  a  Spiritan  parish  in 
1975.  q.v. 

113.  MISSION  NOEL      Nino  Jesus  de  Praga 

It  became  an  autonomous  parish  in   1968   and  was 
handed  over  to  the  Marist  Fathers. 

114.  ALDELAPIEDRA 

Chapel,  fourteen  miles  west. 

1 1 5.  B ARROS      N.  S.  del  Carmen 

Chapel,  three  miles  west. 
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116.  BAUTAABAJO 

No  chapel,  sixteen  miles  west. 

117.  BAUT A  ARRIBA    N.S.  dos  Dofes 

Chapel,  twelve  miles  southeast. 

118.  BERMAJALES 

No  chapel,  eight  miles  south. 

119.  BOTIJAS 

Chapel,  five  miles  northeast. 

120.  BOTIJAS      Sagrado  Corazon 

Chapel,  four  miles  southeast. 

121.  CACAO 

No  chapel,  sixteen  miles  northwest. 

122.  COLLORES 

No  chapel,  fifteen  miles  north. 

123.  DAMIANO  ABAJO 

Chapel,  twelve  miles  northwest. 

124.  DAMIANO  ARRIBA 

No  chapel,  six  miles  northeast. 

125.  EL  GATO     San  Juda  Tadeo 

Chapel,  five  miles  northwest. 

126.  MATADECANA    Sagrado  Corazon 

Chapel,  seven  miles  north. 
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127.  PELLEGRAS 

No  chapel,  eleven  miles  southwest. 

128.  SAB  ANA 

No  chapel,  six  miles  east. 

Mention  is  also  made  of  two  chapels  without  any  indication  of 
location.  Many  of  these  chapels  were  built  after  the  Spiritans 
took  over  the  parish. 

129.  San  Pablo  Chapel. 

130.  Santa  Clara  Chapel. 


131.  BAYANEY,  Arecibo,  N.S.  del  Perpetuo  Socorro 

Parish  1961-1969 

This  sector  of  the  San  Felipe  parish  was  erected  as  an 
autonomous  parish  in  1961  by  Bp.  Alfredo  Mendez.  Fr.  Jacob 
GROSSMAN  served  as  its  pastor  until  he  became  district 
superior  in  1965  and  was  followed  by  Fr.  Thomas  SHARKEY. 
Fr.  Arnold  HUMPERT  was  the  last  Spiritan  pastor  until  the 
parish  was  returned  to  the  diocese  in  1969.  Two  other  Fathers 
had  served  in  it  as  assistants. 

132.  EL  COTO,  Arecibo,  N.S.  de  Carmen  Parish 

1961-1971 

This  former  mission  of  San  Felipe  was  raised  to  the 
status  of  a  parish  by  Bp.  Alfredo  Mendez  in  1961  with  Fr. 
Roland  COOKSON  as  its  first  pastor.  We  find  Fr.  William 
GRAVES,  his  former  assistant,  listed  as  his  successor  in  1970. 
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The  parish  was  returned  to  the  diocese  in  1971.    Four  other 
Fathers  had  served  as  assistants  in  the  parish. 

133.  SANTA  ANA,  Arecibo,  Santa  Ana  Parish 

1961-1966 

This  former  mission  of  San  Felipe  parish  became  a 
parish  in  1961  when  the  Diocese  of  Arecibo  was  created  and 
the  bishop  raised  several  of  its  missions  to  parish  status.  Fr. 
Albert  SCHROLL  was  named  its  pastor.  Two  Fathers  served 
as  his  assistants.  The  parish  was  returned  to  the  diocese  in 
1965. 

134.  SALINAS  N.S.  de  la  Monserrate  Parish     1961  - 

This  parish  in  the  Ponce  diocese  was  accepted  in  1961. 
Dating  from  1854  and  located  on  the  southern  coast  of  Puerto 
Rico  with  a  population  of  some  30,000,  it  suffered  from 
religious  ignorance  and  indifference,  as  well  as  a  high  rate  of 
illegitimate  marriages.  Fr.  Joseph  SWEENEY  and  one  other 
Father  began  Spiritan  service  in  1961,  but  he  was  replaced 
three  years  later  by  Fr.  Gerhard  SEIFRIED.  He  rendered 
twenty-three  years  of  fruitful  service  until  in  1987  he  resigned 
as  pastor,  while  continuing  to  remain  in  residence  at  Salinas. 
Fr.  Thomas  SHARKEY  then  assumed  the  pastorate.  By  1992 
we  find  the  first  Puerto-Rican  Spiritan  serving  in  the  parish: 
Fr.  Osvaldo  PEREZ  GONZALEZ,  who  soon  after  took  over  as 
pastor.  By  1996  his  two  assistants  also  were  native-born.  A 
total  of  fourteen  Spiritans  have  served  in  the  parish. 
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MISSIONS 

The  following  missions  were  listed  as  served  in  1973;  all  of 
these  had  a  chapel: 

135.  BO.LASPALMAS    N.S.  del  Carmen 

136.  BO.  PLAYITA  Virgen  Milagrosa 

137.  COCO  Santa  Ana 

138.  LA  PLAYA  N.S.  del  Carmen 

139.  LAS  OCHENTA  Immaculada  Concepcion 

140.  PARCELAS  VAZQUEZ  Santa  Marta 

141.  PLENA  San  Jose 

142.  QUEBRADA  YEGUA  San  Jose 

143.  SABANA  LIANA  N.S.  de  Perpetuo  Socorro 


144.      LEVITTOWN,  Toa  Baja    Espiritu  Santo  Parish 

1966-1968 

This  new  parish  was  created  in  1966  and  entrusted  to 
the  Congregation,  but  returned  to  the  diocese  two  years  later. 
Fr.  Robert  EBERHARDT  served  as  its  pastor,  with  the  Frs. 
Stephen  ZAMBORSKY  and  Jerome  STEGMAN  as  his 
assistants. 
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Fr.  Arnold  Humpert 


Fr.  Robert  Graves 
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Fr.  John  Sakovich 


Fr.  W.  Victor  Mastalerz 
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145.    OROCOVIS  Nuestra  Senora  de  Fatima  Parish 

1969- 

In  1969  Los  Saltos  and  an  area  of  the  county  were 
separated  from  San  Juan  Bautista  parish  in  Orocovis  to  become 
an  autonomous  parish.  Fr.  John  COSTELLO,  who  had  served 
as  an  assistant  at  Orocovis  since  1962,  was  named 
administrator  of  the  new  parish  in  the  making.  He  built  a  small 
church  for  its  congregation.  In  1975  he  became  officially  its 
pastor. 

Desirous  to  improve  the  material  conditions  of  the 
mostly  poor  farmers,  he  launched  a  non-profit  corporation  in 
the  form  of  a  coffee  producers  cooperative.  With  the 
assistance  of  the  Puerto  Rican  and  Federal  governments,  as 
well  as  the  development  fund  of  the  American  Bishops  the 
cooperative  grew  and  began  to  bear  fruit.  When  it  was  able  to 
carry  on  without  him,  he  withdrew  from  active  involvement  in 
it.  It  is  now  very  flourishing  with  some  700  members, 
including  many  who  at  first  did  not  want  to  join  because  they 
had  to  "invest"  five  dollars  to  join  the  cooperative. 

In  1985  Fr.  Thomas  SHARKEY  became  pastor  for  one 
year.  Then  Fr.  John  TOMALA  took  over  and  carried  on  until 
his  death  in  1996.  His  successor  was  Fr.  Tosello 
GIANGIACOMO,  who  had  retired  from  his  presidency  of  the 
Catholic  University  of  Puerto  Rico. 
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146.  VIEQUES    Immaculada  Conception  Parish 

1974-1991 

This  parish  on  the  island  of  Vieques,  situated  between 
Puerto  Rico  and  St.  Croix  of  the  Virgin  Islands  and  dating  from 
1844,  was  entrusted  to  the  Spiritans  in  1974  by  the  bishop  of 
Caguas.  Fr.  Charles  CONNORS  became  its  pastor.  He  built 
chapels  in  several  of  its  missions  and  took  energetic  care  of  the 
parish.  When  in  1980  he  was  elected  district  superior,  Fr. 
Thomas  SHARKEY  took  over  for  a  six-year  period.  After  his 
transfer  to  Orocovis  Fr.  John  COSTELLO  served  until  1988. 
Fr.  Francis  KANDA  followed  him  and  in  1991  handed  the 
parish  back  to  the  diocese.  Four  Fathers  had  served  as 
assistants  in  the  parish. 

MISSIONS 

They  were  visited  every  weekend  for  the  usual 
instructions,  Mass,  etc. 

147.  BO.  FLORIDA  No  chapel 

148.  DESTINO  It  received  a  chapel  in  1976. 

149.  ESPERANZA  A  chapel  was  built  there  in  1977. 

150.  MONTESANTO  No  chapel. 

151.  PUEBLO  No  chapel. 

152.  PUERTO  REAL  Its  chapel  was  built  in  1975. 

153.  SANTA  MARIA  No  chapel. 
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154.  HOLY  CHILDHOOD  ASSOCIATION      1957-1990 

As  in  several  other  countries,  including  the  U.S.A.,  the 
Spiritans  also  founded  or  took  charge  of  this  Association  in 
Puerto  Rico  for  the  purpose  of  developing  in  children  a  feeling 
of  solidarity  with  foreign  children  by  sacrificing  a  few  pennies 
a  year:  children  helping  children,  especially  in  missions. 

Fr.  Edward  WOLFE  was  first  listed  in  1957  as  in 
charge  of  the  association,  initially  in  one  diocese,  then  in  two 
and  finally  in  all  of  Puerto  Rico.  By  1970  he  was  also  directior 
of  the  other  three  Pontifical  Mission  Associations.  He 
faithfully  continued  to  serve  as  such  for  twenty-six  years  until 
his  death  in  1983.  Fr.  W.  Robert  GRAVES  then  took  over  his 
task  until  in  1990  he  was  replaced  by  an  auxiliary  bishop  of 
San  Juan. 

1 55.  CATHOLIC  UNIVERSITY  OF  PUERTO  RICO 

Since  its  founding  in  1948  several  Fathers  have  served 
either  on  its  main  campus  in  Ponce  or  in  its  extension  centers. 
We'll  mention  only  Fr.  Tosello  O.  GIANGIACOMO,  who 
from  1960  on  served  the  University,  first,  by  helping  to  open 
its  Arecibo  extension  center  and  since  1967  on  its  main 
campus.  He  functioned  there  in  various  capacities,  including 
that  of  Academic  Vice  President.  In  1985  he  became  the 
University's  President.  He  retained  this  position  until  his 
retirement  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  in  1996. 
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Veteran  Spiritans  who  served  in  Puerto  Rico 


Mother  Teresa  is  congratulated  by  Fr.  Tosello  Giangiacomo,  President 
of  the  Catholic  University  of  PR,  after  receiving  an  honorary  doctorate. 
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Spiritans  Who  Worked  in  Puerto  Rico 

As  listing  the  names  of  all  Spiritans  in  each  parish  or 
place  where  they  worked  would  add  too  many  pages  to  this 
little  history,  we  will  limit  ourselves  here  to  append  the  names 
of  all  non-Puerto  Ricans  who  served  in  the  island  in 
alphabetical  order.  Those  who  became  pastors  are  explicitly 
mentioned  in  the  section  giving  parish  or  work  history.  For 
Spiritans  who  were  native  sons  of  Puerto  Rico  see  the  final 
section. 

The  sign  +  indicates  died  in  office;  98s  means  "still  in 
1998." 


Fr.  Noel  Banahan  (Ireland) 

1985-87 

Fr.  Michael  Barrington  (England) 

1983-85 

Fr.  Rodolfe  Bilodeau  (Canada) 

1967 

Fr.  Joseph  Boyd 

1941-55;  1957-84  (+) 

Fr.  Albert  J.  Bullion 

1948-54 

Fr.  Roy  A.  Burkhart 

1945-48 

Fr.  Edward  J.  Caron 

1959-98s 

Fr.  Daniel  P.  Conklin 

1953-56 

Br.  Anthony  Conley 

1961-64 

Fr.  Thomas  H.  Conner 

1944-87 

Fr.  Martin  F.  Connolly 

1948-67 

Fr.  Charles  P.  Connors 

1974-93  (+) 

Fr.  Joseph  J.  Cooke 

1961-68 

Fr.  Roland  T.  Cookson 

1943-80  (+) 

Fr.  John  J.  Costello 

1955-88 

Fr.  Timothy  M.  Crowley 

1976 

Fr.  Francis  P.  Curtin 

1943-48 
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Fr.  John  T.  Donohue  1940-44 

Fr.  Wm.  F.  P.  Duffy  1931-36 

Fr.  Robert  J.  Eberhardt  1 939-75 


Fr.  Paul  S.  Ford 

1940-51 

Fr.  John  J.  Friel 

1947-55 

Fr.  Joseph  B.  Gaglione 

1965-71 

Fr.  John  P.  Gilligan 

1943-68 

Fr.  Tosello  0.  Giangiacomo 

1949-98s 

Fr.  W.  Robert  Graves 

1950-92 

Fr.  Jacob  Grossmann 

1947-86  (+) 

Fr.  Dennis  A.  Guthrie 

1975-77 

Fr.  George  F.  Healy 

1954-68 

Fr.  Adam  M.  Herbst 

1967-69 

Fr.  Arnold  A.  Humpert 

1947-94  (+) 

Fr.  Irwin  Ibrahim  (Trinidad) 

1970-72 

Fr.  Edward  J.  Jepson 

1950-53 

Fr.  Francis  P.  Kanda 

1986-91 

Fr.  John  R.  Kanda 

1943-48;  1964-65 

Fr.  Francis  J.  Kichak 

1974-79 

Fr.  J.  Edward  Kingston 

1933-85  (+) 

Fr.  Eugene  F.  Kirkwood 

1947-48 

Fr.  Antonio  Laranjeiro  (Portugal) 

1982-88 

Fr.  Francis  Joseph  F.  Landry 

1951-66 
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Fr.  Henry  J.  Lemmens 
Fr.  Joseph  F.  Lipke 

1978-86 
1960-69 

Fr.  Daniel  J.  McGarry 
Fr.  John  McHugh 
Fr.  Neil  McQuillan 

1953-58;  1959-64 

1943-1958 

1975-98s 

Fr.  Walter  Mastalerz 
Fr.  Kenneth  F.  Milford 
Fr.  Walter  S.  Mroz 

1964-85  (+) 

1938-66 

1945-54 

Fr.  Wm.  C.  Nebel 

Fr.  Vincent  J.  Niederberger 

1944-76  (+) 
1950-70;  1979-83 

Fr.  J.  P.  O'Reilly  1943-48 

Fr.  Christopher  J.  Plunkett  1 93 1  -33 

Fr.  Joseph  T.  Quinlan  1937-40 


Fr.  George  C.  Reardon 

1941-51 

Fr.  Robert  N.  Roach 

1967-76 

Fr.  John  S.  Rondeau 

1941-50 

Fr.  John  J.  Sakovich 

1973-83  (+) 

Fr.  Albert  0.  Schroll 

1947-66  (+) 

Fr.  Albert  M.  Seichepine 

1952-86 

Fr.  Gerhard  A.  Siefried 

1947-98s 

Fr.  Thomas  P.  Sharkey 

1951-98 

Fr.  Patrick  Sheils  (England) 

1975-88 

Br.  Thomas  Sloan 

1956-64 

Fr.  Wm.  L.  Smith 

1974-79 

Br.  Patrick  Staunton 

1956-60 
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Fr.  Jerome  E.  Stegman 
Fr.  Joseph  F,  Sweeney 

1973-75 
1941-46;  1957-68 

Fr.  Joseph  T.  Taminey 
Fr.  John  J.  Tomala 
Fr.  Charles  F.  Trotter 
Fr.  Francis  P.  Trotter 

1949-50 
1956-96  (+) 
1940-41 
1932-43 

Fr.  J.  Gerald  Walsh 
Fr.  Joseph  H.  Wehning 
Fr.  Edward  J.  Wolfe 

1980-81 
1947-98  (+) 
1942-83  (+) 

Fr.  Stephen  A.  Zamborsky  1 948-87 
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SECTION  THREE 

Laying  the  Foundation  of  a  Puerto  Rican 
Spiritan  Province 
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First  Efforts 

Early  in  the  1950s  some  young  Puerto  Ricans  expressed 
the  desire  to  join  the  Spiritans'  own  congregation.  As  there 
were  no  facilities  for  this  in  the  island  itself,  they  were  sent  to 
the  American  mainland.  They  were  Jesus  RIVERA  of  Sabana 
Seca,  Toa  Alta,  Luis  RIVERA  of  Aguas  Buenas  and  Emiliano 
FIGUEROS  of  Jayuya.  Jesus,  who  was  a  very  good  student 
and  highly  recommended,  completed  his  secondary  studies  at 
Cornwells  Heights,  near  Philadelphia  in  1953  and  made  his 
first  vows  at  Ridgefield  in  1964.  On  the  advice  of  his 
confessor,  he  withdrew  from  the  Congregation  while  still  a 
student  at  the  Ferndale  seminary  in  1957. 

Luis,  who  had  graduated  from  Colegio  Espiritu  Santo  in 
Hato  Rey,  likewise  attended  Cornwells  for  two  years,  but  was 
advised  to  switch  to  the  Brotherhood  and  made  his  vows  in 
1958  at  Ridgefield  as  a  Brother.  He  served  as  such  in 
Cornwells  until  his  return  to  Puerto  Rico  in  1960.  He  withdrew 
in  1961;  later  he  was  ordained  a  priest  for  the  Arecibo  diocese. 

Emiliano  was  professed  as  Br.  Alfonso  in  1954  in 
Ridgefield;  he  worked  there  as  a  gardener  and  made  his 
perpetual  vows  in  1961.  He  returned  to  Puerto  Rico  in  1965, 
but  was  dispensed  from  his  commitment  to  the  Congregation  in 
1968. 

No  further  effort  was  made  in  the  1950s  to  seek 
vocations  for  the  Congregation  as  the  Fathers  considered  it 
their  first  duty  to  help  in  the  development  of  the  local  diocesan 
clergy.  In  this  they  succeeded:  the  San  Juan  Bautista  parish  of 
Orocovis  alone  produced  seven  diocesan  priests. 
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In  the  turbulent  1960s  it  became  evident  that  in  the 
aftermath  of  World  War  Two  a  new  era  of  history  was  being 
born  for  the  Western  World.  The  Archbishop  of  Paris, 
Cardinal  E.  Suhard,  had  already  stressed  this  in  1947  in  a 
famous  pastoral  letter  that  was  translated  into  six  languages.  A 
period  of  uncertainty  about  Christian  and  human  values  was 
making  itself  felt,  especially  among  the  young,  whether 
privileged  or  disadvantaged,  but  also  among  those  who  were 
disappointed  by  the  failure  of  society  and  the  churches  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  demands  of  the  new  era.  Within  the  Catholic 
Church  one  of  its  effects  was  a  sharp  drop  in  vocations  to  the 
priesthood  and  the  religious  life,  combined  with  an  exodus  of 
persons  who  had  already  made  life-long  commitments. 

By  1970  it  had  become  obvious  that  little  or  no 
additional  personnel  would  be  coming  to  Puerto  Rico  from  the 
U.S.A.  or  from  other  countries  from  the  Western  World. 
Therefore,  if  the  Congregation  wished  to  survive  in  the  island, 
it  would  have  to  attract  local  candidates.  The  prospect  seemed 
feasible;  there  were  a  good  number  of  island-born  diocesan 
priests  and  their  proportion  to  foreign-born  was  steadily 
growing. 

Toward  A  Puerto  Rican  Province 

In  1973  Fr.  Albert  SEICHEPINE,  then  district  superior, 
set  up  a  committee  to  explore  the  feasibility  of  a  program  of 
orientation  for  young  men  interested  in  the  religious  priesthood 
as  Spiritans.  It  was  decided  to  open  up  weekend  gatherings  of 
candidates  at  Dorado  to  prepare  them  for  seminary  training. 
Fr.  John  SAKOVICH  was  named  director  of  the  candidates  and 
Fr.  Neil  McQUILLAN  became  vocations  coordinator.  At  that 
time  the  idea  was  to  send  successful  candidates  to  the  U.S.A.  or 


70 


to  envision  an  overall  province  for  all  the  islands  of  the  West 
Indies  where  Spiritans  were  working.  Cultural  and  linguistic 
barriers  -  French,  English  and  Spanish  are  spoken  in  these 
islands  -  however,  soon  showed  these  plans  unworkable.  And 
so  the  decision  was  made  to  look  for  local  possibilities. 

The  choice  fell  on  Regina  Cleri  Seminary  in  the  Ponce 
diocese;  two  other  orders  sent  students  there  to  live  together 
with  diocesan  candidates,  and  the  seminary  rector  would  be 
happy  to  accept  Spiritan  students  with  their  director.  So  in 
1976  Fr.  SAKOVICH  and  five  pre-no vitiate  candidates  went  to 
Regina  Cleri.  However,  it  soon  became  apparent  that  the 
venture  was  less  suitable  than  expected:  the  program  of  studies 
was  an  accelerated  course  of  philosophy;  all  Spiritan 
candidates  were  housed  in  one  large  room;  no  one  was  allowed 
to  follow  university  courses  leading  to  a  degree  and  there  was 
little  room  for  the  director  to  accompany  the  students 
personally  in  their  academic  and  Spiritan  formation. 

So  after  one  year  they  moved  off  campus  to  a  separate 
residence.  Seven  other  candidates  joined  them  there  in  1977. 
Then  in  1978  they  moved  to  Bayamon,  where  they  were  able  to 
attend  classes  at  the  Catholic  University. 

In  the  same  year  a  novitiate  was  opened  in  Dorado  with 
Fr.  Patrick  SHIELS  as  novice  master.  It  proved  to  be 
premature  as  the  two  novices  left  a  few  months  later.  The 
second  novitiate  under  Fr.  SAKOVICH  as  novice  master  began 
in  1980  and  all  three  candidates  made  their  profession  on 
August  8,  1981.  Some  seven  hundred  people  came  to  witness 
the  event,  which  coincided  with  the  golden  jubilee  of  the 
Spiritans'  arrival  in  Puerto  Rico.  The  following  year  three 
others  also  made  their  vows  in  1982,  while  another  three 
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Puerto  Ricans  entered.  The  group  was  augmented  by  two 
Brazilian  young  men;  they  were  accompanied  by  Fn  Antonio 
LARANJEIRA,  a  Portuguese  missionary  who  had  worked  in 
Brazil  and  would  assist  Fr.  Sakovich  in  his  task.  Unfortunately 
Fr.  Sakovich  died  suddenly  of  a  stroke  while  playing  basketball 
with  the  novices  on  March  1,  1983  at  the  age  of  only  36.  It 
was  a  great  loss  for  the  formation  program.  Fr.  Laranjeira  then 
took  over  as  novice  master  until  1988.  All  three  Puerto  Ricans 
and  one  of  the  Brazilians  made  their  vows  in  1983. 

The  next  novitiate  was  even  more  international:  it 
contained  only  three  candidates,  but  they  had  come  from  Santo 
Domingo,  Trinidad  and  Puerto  Rico.  All  three  made  their 
vows  in  1984.  After  an  interruption  of  two  years,  seven 
candidates,  including  two  Brazilians,  came  for  their  novitiate; 
their  directors  were  the  Frs.  Larenjeira  and  Sheils;  they  were 
professed  in  1987  and  1988. 

In  1981  a  residence  was  acquired  at  Bayamon  to  house 

the  theology  students  attending  the  courses  taught  by 
Dominican  Fathers.  Fr.  Jacob  GROSSMAN  served  as  their 
director  for  one  year  and  was  succeeded  by  Fr.  John  TOMALA 
and  in  1983  by  Fr.  Michael  BARRINGTON,  an  English 
Spiritan  who  had  arrived  in  Puerto  Rico  in  the  same  year.  Two 
years  later  Fr.  Noel  BANAHAN,  an  Irish  Spiritan  who  had 
served  as  director  of  theologians  in  Spain,  took  charge  of  Casa 
Libermann,  as  the  theologate  house  was  called.  In  1991  a  new 
building  replaced  the  old  house.  In  1994  the  Dorado  novitiate 
became  international  and  open  to  candidates  from  Mexico  and 
others  knowing  Spanish. 

In  1985  the  first  Puerto  Rican  Spiritan  to  be  ordained  a 
priest  was  Fr.  Jose  ALAMO  VILLEGAS.   The  ceremony  took 
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place  at  the  Cathedral  of  Caguas,  his  home  diocese,  on 
December  14,  1985.  He  was  followed  by  others  as  the  years 
went  on. 


The  year  1987  was  a  monumental  year.  The 
Foundation  then  registered  seven  philosophers,  six  novices, 
five  theologians,  and  three  ordinations.  At  the  same  time  four 
members  of  the  Foundation  received  their  assignment  to  South 
Brazil;  they  were  the  Frs.  Carlos  LOZADA  ROMAN,  Alvaro 
QUINONES  ZUNIGA,  Ivan  SERRANO  RIVERA  and  Brother 

Jose  SANTIAGO  RAMIREZ.  Their  send-off  was  an  important 
event  not  just  for  the  Spiritans,  but  for  the  whole  church  in 
Puerto  Rico.  Cardinal  Luis  Aponte  of  San  Juan  in  person 
presented  over  the  televised  Mass  in  Dorado:  "For  the  first 
time  in  its  history,"  he  said,  "Puerto  Rico  becomes  a  mission 


The  International  Novitiate  of  1995 
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sending  church,  while  hitherto  it  has  always  been  on  the 
receiving  end — thanks  to  the  Holy  Ghost  Fathers,  who  have 
been  the  last  missionary  group  to  arrive  in  the  Island." 

Aside  from  personal  contacts,  the  Congregation  uses 
two  means  of  attracting  attention;  they  are  its  magazine  El 
Mesajero  del  Espiritu  Santo,  which  reaches  12,000  subscribers 
and  dates  from  as  far  back  as  1955  and  Caminatas,  i.e.,  100 
mile  walks  for  God.  This  idea  was  started  by  Fr.  Michael 
BARRINGTON  in  1983.  Its  purpose  is  to  promote  religious 
involvement  and  vocations.  Participants  of  a  caminata  are 
boys  at  least  sixteen  years  old  and  young  men  who  walk  or 
march  for  eight  or  nine  days,  up  to  100  strong,  singing,  praying 
and  meditating  going  from  town  to  town  once  a  year,  varying 
their  route. 


A  100  mile  Caminata  group 
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The  caminata  draws  considerable  publicity,  and 
wherever  it  stops  is  greeted  by  enthusiastic  crowds,  especially 
among  the  young.  These  share  in  the  Eucharist  or  common 
prayer,  mingle  with  the  walkers  for  talks  and  usually 
accompany  them  for  a  few  miles  when  they  resume  their  walk. 
Food  and  lodging  for  the  night  are  provided  by  the  local 
parishes.  The  people  soon  called  it  the  Caminata  Espiritana. 

The  vocations  crisis  affecting  the  western  world  did  not 
spare  Puerto  Rico  both  with  respect  to  the  diocesan  clergy, 
religious  orders  and,  in  particular,  its  Spiritan  Foundation. 
Fewer  candidates  applied  and  those  who  did  proved  less  stable 
than  in  former  times.  And  so  there  was  but  little  growth.  At 
present    the    Foundation    consists    of  Fr.    Osvaldo    PEREZ 

GONZALEZ,  its  principal  superior,  Fr.  Jose  ALAMO 
VILLEGAS,  Fr.  Felix  ABREU  MONTILLA,  Fr.  Jose 
CAMACHO  TORRES,  Fr.  Ivan  SORRANO  RIVERA,  Br. 
Javier  MONTALVO  AVILES  and  three  professed  students  in 

theology.  Fr.  Neil  McQUILLAN  continues  to  function  as 
vocation/formation  director  and  five  aging  Spiritans  from  the 
U.S.A.  still  remain  in  Puerto  Rico. 

Two  about  to  be  ordained  theology  students,  Mr. 
Ramon  ALEMENAS  SOSA  and  Mr.  Jonas  RIVERA 
MARTINEZ  received  their  first  appointments  to  serve  in 
Puerto  Rico  from  the  Generalate  in  November  1997. 

We  may  add  that  the  Foundation  is  also  endeavoring  to 
attract  lay  people  as  associates,  as  is  done  in  other  Spiritan 
provinces. 
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INTERESTED? 

Contact  Vocation  Director  at: 

Seminario  Misionero  del  Espiritu  Santo 
Calle  Zaya  Verde  #44 A,  Hato  Tejas 
Bayamon,  Puerto  Rico  00959 
FAX  (787)  780-1464 
e-mail  neilmcq@taino.net 

or 

Laval  House 

Duquesne  University 

Pittsburgh,  PA  15282 

FAX  (412)  765-1983 

e-mail  mceachin@duq2.cc.duq.edu 

or 

Holy  Ghost  Provincialate 
1700  West  Alabama  St. 
Houston,  TX  77098-2808 
FAX  (713)  522-8063 
e-mail  suazocssp@aol.com 
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ALPHABETICAL  INDEX  OF  PLACES 


LOCATION 

NAME 

NO, 

Ahoga  Perros 

-A- 

80 

Al  de  la  Piedra 

114 

Albonito 

Amigos 

Arecibo 

Arenalejos 

Arizona 

Christo  Rey 
Espiritu  Santo 
San  Felipe 

San  Antonio 

2 
99 
1 
3 
4 

Arizona 

San  Antonio 

71 

Arrozal 

Sacrado  Corazon 

5 

Bajadero 
Barceloneta 

-B- 

Mira  Flores 
Nuestra  Signora 

6 

del  Carmen 

59 

Barros 

N.S.  del  Carmen 

115 

Bauta  Abajo 

116 

Bauto  Arriba 

N.S.  dos  Dofes 

117 

Bayaney 

Bermajales 

Biafara 

N.S. del  Perpetuo  Socorro  131 

118 

7 

Bo.  Florida 

147 

Bo.  Las  Palmas 

N.S.  del  Carmen 

135 

Bo.  Playita 
Botijas 

Virgen  Milagrosa 

136 
119 

Botijas 

Sagrado  Corazon 

120 

Bucarabones 

Cristo  Rey 

50 

Buenavista 

San  Jose 

48 
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-C- 

Cacao 

121 

Calichosa 

San  Jose 

8 

Cambalache 

9 

Campanilla 

81 

Campo  Alegre 

N.S.  de  Guadeloupe 

10 

Candelaria 

N.S.  de  Fatima 

11 

Candelaria 

N.S.  de  la  Candelaria 

82 

Canto  Gallo 

Cristo  Redentor 

100 

Ceiba  Norte 

Cristo  Rey 

101 

Ceiba  Sur 

Sagrado  Corazon 

102 

Cercadillo 

12 

Cibao 

N.S.  de  La  Monserrate 

13 

Coaby 

90 

Coco 

Santa  Ana 

137 

Collores 

122 

Collores 

San  Jose 

91 

Contorno 

51 

Coyural 

14 

Cross  Roads 

60 

Cruce  Davila 

N.S.  de  las  Victorias 
-D- 

61 

Damiano  Abajo 

123 

Damiano  Arriba 

124 

Destino 

148 

Dominguito 

Sacrado  Corazon 

15 

Dorado 

San  Antonio  de  Padua 

70 

Dos  Bocas 

-E- 

N.S.  de  Carmen 

16 

El  Coto 

132 

El  Gato 

San  Juda  Tadeo 

125 

Esperanza 

149 

Esperanza 

N.S.  de  La  Esperanza 

78 

17 

Espino 

18 

Espinosa 

San  Nicolas  de  Tolentino 
-F- 

N.S.  del  Carmen 

72 

Factor 

19 

Florida  Adentro 

65 

Florida  Afuera 

66 

Florida 

N.S.  de  la  Merced 
-G- 

62 

Galateo 

Santa  Sofia  y 

Sagrado  Corazon 

52 

Garrachales 

20 

Garrochales 

San  Francisco 

64 

Gurabo  Abajo 

103 

Gurabo  Arriba 

-H- 

104 

Hato  Abajo 

Santa  Teresita 

21 

Hato  Arriba 

22 

Hato  Rey 

Espiritu  Santo 

43 

Hato  Viejo 

Santa  Cecilia 

23 

Higuillar 

San  Juda  Tadeo 

73 

Hoyo  de  Las  Santos 

24 

Hoyo  Planas 

Espiritu  Santo 
-I-J- 

92 

Igenio 

83 

Islote 

25 

Jareales 

26 

Jayuya 

N.S.  de  Monserrate 

89 

Juncos 

Immaculada  Concepcion 
-L- 

98 

La  Playa 

67 

La  Playa 

N.S.  del  Carmen 

138 

Las  Ochenta 

Immaculada  Concepcion 

139 

Levittown 

Espiritu  Santo 

144 

79 


Linos 

San  Jose 

105 

Location  unknown 

San  Pablo  Chapel 

129 

Location  unknown 

Santa  Clara  Chapel 

130 

Los  Canos 

27 

Los  Chinos 

Buen  Pastor 

106 

Los  Muertos 

-M- 

28 

Maguayu 

74 

Mame  y  urb.  Colinas 

107 

Mameyal 

75 

Mameyes 

San  Antonio 

93 

Mariposa 

29 

Mata  De  Cana 

Sagrado  Corazon 

126 

Media  Luna 

San  Jose 

84 

Miraflores 

Immaculado  Concepcion 

30 

Miramar 

31 

Mission  Noel 

Nino  Jesus  de  Praga 

113 

Montesanto 

-O- 

150 

Obrero 

32 

Orocovis 

N.S.  de  Fatima 

145 

Orocovis 

San  Juan  Bautista 

112 

Ortiz 

-P- 

53 

Pajaros 

85 

Palmas  Alta 

San  Antonio 

63 

Palo  Seca 

86 

Paloblanco 

33 

Parcelas  Vazquez 

Santa  Marta 

140 

Pellegras 

127 

Pinas  Adentro 

Virgen  del  Carmen 

54 

Pinas 

La  Santa  Cruz 

108 

80 


Plena 

San  Jose 

141 

Ponce 

Catholic  University 

155 

Publecito  del  Rio 

109 

Pueblo 

151 

Puerta  Plata 

San  Juan  Evangelista 

94 

Puerto  Real 

152 

Puerto  Rico 

Holy  Childhood  Assoc. 

-Q- 

154 

Quebrada  Arenas 

55 

Quebrada  Cruz 

La  Milagrosa 

56 

Quebrada  Yegua 

San  Jose 

142 

Quebrada 

68 

Quebrada 

N.S.  de  la  Asuncion 

34 

Quintana 

N.S.  de  las  Victorias 
-R- 

47 

Rio  Arriba 

35 

Rio  Lajas 

76 

Rio  Lajas 

Santa  Teresita 

-S- 

San  Isidro 

57 

Sabana  Hoyos 

36 

Sabana  Liana 

N.S.  de  Perpetuo  Socorro  143 

Sabana  Seca 

San  Jose 

87 

Sabana 

128 

Salien 

La  Milagrosa 

95 

Salienito 

La  Virgen 

96 

Salinas 

N.S.  de  la  Monserrate 

134 

San  Barnabas 

78 

San  Daniel 

37 

San  Jose 

San  Jose 

44 

San  Jose 

San  Jose 

58 

San  Jose 

San  Jose 

88 

San  Raphael 

San  Rafael 

38 

81 


Santa  Ana 

Santa  Ana 

133 

Santa  Maria 

153 

Sardinera 

77 

Sonadora 

-T- 

39 

Tamana 

40 

Toa  Alta 

San  Fernando 

49 

ToaBaja 

San  Pedro  Apostol 

79 

Trinidad 

-U-Y- 

69 

Urb  el  Senorial  Cupey 

Santissima  Trinidad 

46 

Urb  Manuel  A.  Perez 

Hato  Rey  La  Milagrosa 

45 

Valencianao  Abajo 

110 

Valencianao  Arriba 

San  Juan  Bautista 

111 

Vega  Aquirre 

41 

Vigia 

42 

Vieques 

Immaculada  Concepcion 

146 

Yunes 

97 

82 


3  5282  00615  3707 


